
 
 
 

We are a body of believers whose soul 
intention is to glorify and serve the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of 
His church. Our desire is to reflect 
that of our God--that all be saved. 
Anyone who is willing to humble 

himself before the mighty hand of 
God can be saved.

WEEKLY SERVICES & MEETINGS

SUNDAY 

Psalms Bible Class // 
9:30 am 

Worship Service // 
10:30 am

WEDNESDAY 

 1 Timothy Bible Class // 
7:00 pm

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4 2 1 7  H i g h w a y  3 9  N  // M e r i d i a n ,  M S  3 9 3 0 1  

P H O N E :  ( 6 0 1 ) 4 8 3 - 2 7 2 6  W E B :  www.nscocmeridian.com 
Join us via live stream for our worship service! 

Like our Facebook page!

05 / 25 / 2025 

W E L C O M E

•   

•   

•   

•   

•

UPCOMING Prayer  List  
Pray for all those with ongoing health 
ailments. 
• Renee Cumberland (cancer) 
• Ora Barrett 
• David Cradic 
•

Communion 
Preparation 

2025 preparation list is in foyer

Birthday /  Anniversary   
Sandra Callens - 17th 
James Johnson - 19th 

Larry and Connie Montgomery - 20th 
Tristan and Auburn Rowell - 23rd

Men to  Serve  
Announcements - Dwight Callens 

Scripture Reading - Acts 11:25-26 

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell 

Head of Lord’s Table - Shay Cooper 

Assist on Lord’s Table - Camden 
Cooper 

Scripture Reading - Luke 22:14 - 22 

Closing Prayer - Don Potts
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Nothing Requires Greater 
Wisdom Than This 

By Gary Henry 
“Then news of these things came to the ears of 
the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out 
Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. When he came 
and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and 
encouraged them all that with purpose of heart 
they should continue with the Lord” (Acts 
11:22,23). 
As I write these lines, Paul Earnhart, one of the 
Lord’s greatest servants, has just passed from 
this life at the age of ninety-two. If I’ve ever 
known a Barnabas-like encourager of other 
people, it was brother Earnhart. Only the Lord 
knows the names of all the thousands of 
strugglers, this writer included, who were 
uplifted by his compassionate godliness. But 
knowing how to do what Barnabas, Paul 
Earnhart, and other “encouragers” have done is 
not easy or automatic. It requires as much 
wisdom as any activity we encounter in doing the 
Lord’s work. 
If we lack the “gift” of encouragement, that 
doesn’t mean we have no responsibility in this 
work at all; we must use the ability we do have. 
The question is not how our encouragement 
skills compare to someone else’s; it’s whether our 
skills are any better than they used to be. Like 
any other part of the Lord’s work, we need to 
acknowledge the difficulty of being a wise 
encourager — and then take steps to do it more 
effectively than we’ve done it in the past. 
If we define encouragement as “helping someone 
to have the courage to do what they need to do,” 
it becomes obvious that there’s no one-size-fits-
all approach. If someone is struggling with a step 
they need to take, the words that would bolster 
their courage may differ from those that would 
encourage someone else. Effective encouragers 
know that people are different, and so are their 
problems. Nevertheless, there is one nearly 
universal guideline: we all want to have 
encouragement delivered to us gently and kindly. 
Granted, there are times when we need to be 
rebuked, and that takes a special wisdom all its 
own. And yes, even when encouragement is what 
we need, there are times when it should take the 
form of a strong exhortation. But for our 
meditation today, let’s be thankful for the folks 
like Barnabas and Paul Earnhart (and probably 
your grandmother too) who knew how to 
encourage us with a beautiful blend of skill and 
kindness. Let’s learn how to emulate them, 
wisely tailoring our help to the needs of the 
present moment. 
“Do not remove a fly from your friend’s forehead 
with a hatchet” (Chinese Proverb). 

Missing the Flight 
By Isaac Torres 

Recently, I was at the airport waiting to board my 
flight. The next gate had repeatedly announced 

the last call to board that flight. Finally, they 
closed the gate. Five minutes later, a boisterous 
man appeared, running to the closed gate and 
yelling “Open the gate!” But it was too late. They 
do not make exceptions. The man was not ready, 
so he missed his flight to his desired destination. 
He knew what he was supposed to do and the 
consequences if he didn’t. Yet he still was not 
ready. There is something far greater than a 
plane for which we must be prepared — 
JUDGMENT! 
There is a judgment coming and we must be 
prepared. In 1 Thessalonians 5:2, Paul writes 
“you yourselves know full well that the day of the 
Lord will come just like a thief in the night.” We 
don’t know when the judgment will occur, but we 
know it will occur. 
The people at the airport gave everyone several 
warnings before closing the gate, yet they were 
not taken seriously by the man. God has given us 
an abundance of warnings. Do we take these 
warnings seriously or ignore them? 
Paul further writes in 1 Thessalonians 5:3 that 
many will be saying “‘Peace and safety!’ then 
destruction will come upon them suddenly like 
labor pains upon a woman with child, and they 
will not escape.” Will we be found unprepared 
and unable to escape? Or will we be prepared 
and ready? 
There will be no excuses! Jesus sacrificed His life 
on the cross for our sins and God has warned us 
about judgment. We must be ready! 
Not only must we be ready, we must help others 
be ready as well. 
We help others be prepared by reminding and 
encouraging the brethren. In 1 Thessalonians 
5:9-10, Paul states “God has not destined us for 
wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep, we will live 
together with Him.” What should we do with this 
reminder? Paul says in verse 11 to “encourage 
one another and build up one another.” We must 
be ready for the judgment; but we also must be 
reminding and encouraging the brethren to be 
ready and prepared. 
We help others be prepared by warning and 
preaching about the judgment. Paul, in 1 
Thessalonians 5:14, urges the brethren to 
“admonish the unruly.” There are people who 
will not know about judgment, or at least the 
whole truth about it. We must teach and preach 
to help others get prepared. That’s our 
responsibility. 
Judgment is coming. We must be prepared and 
ready, for it will come “like a thief in the night.” 
Let’s help others be prepared by reminding and 
encouraging brethren and by warning and 
teaching the lost. Are you prepared? As Dee 
Bowman used to proclaim, “if you missed 
heaven, you missed it all!”


